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_çëíçåÛë=mÉçéäÉ=~åÇ=bÅçåçãó
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~=Åáíó=áå=NUOOI=áë=çåÉ=çÑ=^ãÉêáÅ~Ûë=çäÇÉëí=ÅáíáÉëI=

ïáíÜ=~=êáÅÜ=ÉÅçåçãáÅ=~åÇ=ëçÅá~ä=ÜáëíçêóK==tÜ~í=

ÄÉÖ~å=~ë=~=ÜçãÉëíÉ~ÇáåÖ=Åçããìåáíó=ÉîÉåíì~ääó=

ÉîçäîÉÇ=áåíç=~=ÅÉåíÉê=Ñçê=ëçÅá~ä=~åÇ=éçäáíáÅ~ä

ÅÜ~åÖÉK=_çëíçå=Ü~ë=ëáåÅÉ=ÄÉÅçãÉ=íÜÉ=ÉÅçåçãáÅ=

~åÇ=Åìäíìê~ä=ÜìÄ=çÑ=kÉï=båÖä~åÇK

^ë=íÜÉ=êÉÖáçåÛë=ÜìÄI=_çëíçå=áë=ÜçãÉ=íç=åÉ~êäó=

RVMIMMM=êÉëáÇÉåíëI=ã~åó=áåëíáíìíáçåë=çÑ=ÜáÖÜÉê=

ÉÇìÅ~íáçåI=ëçãÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=ïçêäÇÛë=ÑáåÉëí=áåé~íáÉåí=

Üçëéáí~äëI=~åÇ=åìãÉêçìë=éêçÑÉëëáçå~ä=ëéçêíë=~åÇ=

Åìäíìê~ä=çêÖ~åáò~íáçåëK==_çëíçåJÄ~ëÉÇ=àçÄëI=

éêáã~êáäó=ïáíÜáå=íÜÉ=Ñáå~åÅÉI=ÜÉ~äíÜ=Å~êÉI=

ÉÇìÅ~íáçå~äI=~åÇ=ëÉêîáÅÉ=~êÉ~ëI=åìãÄÉêÉÇ=ãçêÉ=
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~ííÉåÇ=Åìäíìê~ä=çê=ëéçêíáåÖ=ÉîÉåíëI=~åÇ=ÅçåÇìÅí=

ÄìëáåÉëëK

qÜÉ=`áíó=éêçîáÇÉë=~=ïáÇÉ=ê~åÖÉ=çÑ=éêçÖê~ãë=~åÇ=

ëÉêîáÅÉë=íç=ãÉÉí=íÜÉ=ÇáîÉêëÉ=åÉÉÇë=çÑ=áíë=ã~åó=

êÉëáÇÉåíë=~åÇ=îáëáíçêëK==råÇÉê=íÜÉ=ÇáêÉÅíáçå=çÑ=

j~óçê=qÜçã~ë=jK=jÉåáåçI=íÜÉ=`áíó=áë=~äëç=

~ÖÖêÉëëáîÉäó=éìêëìáåÖ=åÉï=ÉÅçåçãáÅ=çééçêíìåáíáÉë=

íç=ÉåëìêÉ=_çëíçå=ïáää=ÉãÉêÖÉ=~ë=~=ÖäçÄ~ä=äÉ~ÇÉê=áå=

íÜÉ=íïÉåíóJÑáêëí=ÅÉåíìêó=ÉÅçåçãóK

_çëíçåÛë=`Ü~åÖáåÖ=mçéìä~íáçå
lîÉê=íÜÉ=íÜáêíó=óÉ~êë=ÄÉíïÉÉå=NVRM=~åÇ=NVUM=

_çëíçåÛë=éçéìä~íáçå=ÇÉÅäáåÉÇ=Ñêçã=UMNIQQQ=íç=

RSOIVVQK=qÜáë=ÇÉÅäáåÉ=Å~å=ä~êÖÉäó=ÄÉ=~ííêáÄìíÉÇ=íç=

Ñ~ãáäáÉë=ïáíÜ=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=ÑäÉÉáåÖ=íç=íÜÉ=ëìÄìêÄë=Ä~ëÉÇ=

çå=~=éÉêÅÉéíáçå=çÑ=ÄÉííÉê=ëÅÜççäë=~åÇ=äÉëë=ÅêáãÉK==

páåÅÉ=NVUMI=ÜçïÉîÉêI=íÜÉ=`áíóÛë=éçéìä~íáçå=Ü~ë=

ëí~ÄáäáòÉÇ=~åÇ=Öêçïå=ëäáÖÜíäóK=qÜÉ=OMMM=rKpK=

`Éåëìë=êÉÅçêÇë=íÜÉ=`áíóÛë=éçéìä~íáçå=~í=RUVINQNI=

êÉéêÉëÉåíáåÖ=~=OKSB=áåÅêÉ~ëÉ=çîÉê=íÜÉ=NVVM=

éçéìä~íáçå=~åÇ=~=QKSB=áåÅêÉ~ëÉ=çîÉê=NVUMK=

^=ïáÇÉ=ê~åÖÉ=çÑ=ÉíÜåáÅ=Ä~ÅâÖêçìåÇë=~åÇ=ÅçìåíêáÉë=

çÑ=çêáÖáå=Å~å=ÄÉ=ÑçìåÇ=áå=_çëíçåÛë=éçéìä~íáçåK=qÜÉ=

ãçëí=êÉÅÉåí=ÅÉåëìë=êÉëìäíë=ÅçåÑáêã=íÜ~í=éÉçéäÉ=çÑ=

Åçäçê=åçï=ã~âÉ=ìé=íÜÉ=ã~àçêáíó=çÑ=_çëíçåÛë=

éçéìä~íáçå=Ñçê=íÜÉ=Ñáêëí=íáãÉ=áå=áíë=ÜáëíçêóK=_çëíçåÛë=

êáÅÜ=Åìäíìê~ä=ÜÉêáí~ÖÉ=áë=~äëç=êÉÑäÉÅíÉÇ=áå=íÜÉ=

ÇáîÉêëáíó=çÑ=áíë=åÉáÖÜÄçêÜççÇëK==få=êÉÅçÖåáíáçå=çÑ=

íÜÉ=Ñ~Åí=íÜ~í=ã~åó=çÑ=íÜÉ=éÉçéäÉ=ïÜç=ãçîÉ=íç=

_çëíçå=É~ÅÜ=óÉ~ê=ÅçãÉ=Ñêçã=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåí=Åìäíìê~ä=

Ä~ÅâÖêçìåÇë=~åÇ=Ü~îÉ=~=Ñáêëí=ä~åÖì~ÖÉ=çíÜÉê=íÜ~å=

båÖäáëÜI=íÜÉ=j~óçê=Ü~ë=ÅêÉ~íÉÇ=íÜÉ=lÑÑáÅÉ=çÑ=kÉï=

_çëíçåá~åëK==qÜÉ=ãáëëáçå=çÑ=íÜáë=çÑÑáÅÉ=áë=íç=

ëíêÉåÖíÜÉå=íÜÉ=~Äáäáíó=çÑ=êÉëáÇÉåíë=Ñêçã=ÇáîÉêëÉ=

Åìäíìê~ä=~åÇ=äáåÖìáëíáÅ=ÅçããìåáíáÉë=íç=éä~ó=~å=

~ÅíáîÉ=êçäÉ=áå=íÜÉ=ÉÅçåçãáÅI=ÅáîáÅI=ëçÅá~äI=~åÇ=

Åìäíìê~ä=äáÑÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=`áíó=çÑ=_çëíçåK=

_çëíçåÛë=oçäÉ=áå=íÜÉ=oÉÖáçå~ä=bÅçåçãó=
qÜÉ=`áíó=çÑ=_çëíçå=áë=íÜÉ=OQíÜ=ä~êÖÉëí=Åáíó=áå=íÜÉ=

råáíÉÇ=pí~íÉëK==qÜÉ=rKpK=_ìêÉ~ì=çÑ=íÜÉ=`Éåëìë=

êÉéçêíÉÇ=_çëíçåÛë=éçéìä~íáçå=~ë=RTQIOUP=áå=NVVM=

~åÇ=~ë=RSVINSR=áå=OMMQK=_çëíçå=áë=íÜÉ=ÅÉåíÉê=çÑ=íÜÉ=

UíÜ=ä~êÖÉëí=`çãÄáåÉÇ=pí~íáëíáÅ~ä=^êÉ~=E`p^F=áå=íÜÉ=

å~íáçåK=qÜÉ=_çëíçå=`p^=Ü~Ç=~=íçí~ä=éçéìä~íáçå=çÑ=

RKU=ãáääáçå=áå=OMMQK=
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få=~ÇÇáíáçå=íç=Ü~îáåÖ=çåÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=ä~êÖÉëí=éçéìä~íáçå=

ÅçåÅÉåíê~íáçåëI=_çëíçå=~äëç=ê~åâë=~ãçåÖ=íÜÉ=

ÜáÖÜÉëí=áå=ÅçåÅÉåíê~íáçåë=çÑ=ÉãéäçóãÉåí=~åÇ=

áåÅçãÉ=áå=íÜÉ=rKpK==få=OMMQI=_çëíçå=ëìééäáÉÇ=

SPNIURN=àçÄëI=çê=~ééêçñáã~íÉäó=çåÉ=çìí=çÑ=ÉîÉêó=ëáñ=

àçÄë=áå=j~ëë~ÅÜìëÉííë=çê=çåÉ=çìí=çÑ=ÉîÉêó=ÑçìêíÉÉå=

àçÄë=áå=kÉï=båÖä~åÇK=_çëíçå=éêçîáÇÉë=ÉãéäçóãÉåí=

çééçêíìåáíáÉë=Ñçê=ã~åó=éÉçéäÉ=ïÜç=äáîÉ=çìíëáÇÉ=çÑ=

íÜÉ=`áíóK==få=OMMQI=íçí~ä=_çëíçåJÄ~ëÉÇ=àçÄë=çìíJ

åìãÄÉêÉÇ=íÜÉ=ÉãéäçóÉÇ=êÉëáÇÉåí=éçéìä~íáçå=Äó=

ãçêÉ=íÜ~å=íïç=íáãÉëK==qÜÉ=`áíó=Ü~Ç=VKPB=çÑ=íÜÉ=

ëí~íÉÛë=éçéìä~íáçå=áå=OMMMI=Äìí=ãÉ~ëìêÉÇ=áå=íÉêãë=

çÑ=àçÄëI=_çëíçåÛë=ÉÅçåçãó=~ÅÅçìåíÉÇ=Ñçê=

~ééêçñáã~íÉäó=NSB=çÑ=íÜÉ=j~ëë~ÅÜìëÉííë=ÉÅçåçãó=

áå=OMMPK=

få=íÉêãë=çÑ=áåÅçãÉI=pìÑÑçäâ=`çìåíóI=ïÜáÅÜ=áë=

ÅçãéêáëÉÇ=çÑ=íÜÉ=`áíó=çÑ=_çëíçå=~åÇ=íÜÉ=íçïåë=çÑ=

`ÜÉäëÉ~I=oÉîÉêÉI=~åÇ=táåíÜêçéI=ê~åâÉÇ=ROåÇ=áå=éÉê=

Å~éáí~=éÉêëçå~ä=áåÅçãÉ=çìí=çÑ=íÜêÉÉ=íÜçìë~åÇ=

ÅçìåíáÉë=áå=íÜÉ=rKpK=áå=OMMPK=pìÑÑçäâ=`çìåíó=ï~ë=

íÜÉ=UOåÇ ä~êÖÉëí=Åçìåíó=áå=íÜÉ=råáíÉÇ=pí~íÉë=Äó=

éçéìä~íáçå=áå=ãáÇJOMMQK=

qÜÉ=~ííêáÄìíÉë=íÜ~í=ã~âÉ=_çëíçå=ëìÅÜ=~=ÖêÉ~í=Åáíó=

áå=ïÜáÅÜ=íç=ÅçåÇìÅí=ÄìëáåÉëë=~äëç=ã~âÉ=áí=~=ÖêÉ~í=

ÇÉëíáå~íáçå=Ñçê=íçìêáëíëK==^ÅÅçêÇáåÖ=íç=íÜÉ=dêÉ~íÉê=

_çëíçå=`çåîÉåíáçå=~åÇ=sáëáíçêë=_ìêÉ~ìI=~å=

Éëíáã~íÉÇ=NTKO=ãáääáçå=éÉçéäÉ=îáëáíÉÇ=_çëíçå=áå=

OMMRI=ìé=Ñêçã=NRKN=ãáääáçå=áå=OMMQK==tÜáäÉ=íÜÉ=

ÉîÉåíë=çÑ=pÉéíÉãÄÉê=NNíÜ=~åÇ=~=å~íáçå~ä=êÉÅÉëëáçå=

Ü~Ç=êÉÇìÅÉÇ=îáëáíçêë=íç=_çëíçå=~åÇ=çíÜÉê=íçìêáëã=

~åÇ=ÄìëáåÉëë=ÅÉåíÉêëI=íÜÉ=`áíó=áë=çåÅÉ=~Ö~áå=

ÉñéÉêáÉåÅáåÖ=~=ëíÉ~Çó=áåÅêÉ~ëÉ=áå=îáëáíçêëK

_çëíçå=áë=~å=~ííê~ÅíáîÉ=ÇÉëíáå~íáçå=Ñçê=ÅçåîÉåíáçåëI=

ãÉÉíáåÖëI=~åÇ=Ö~íÉ=ëÜçïëK=qÜÉ=_çëíçå=`çåîÉåíáçå=

~åÇ=bñÜáÄáíáçå=`ÉåíÉê=E_`b`FI=ÇÉëáÖåÉÇ=íç=

~ÅÅçããçÇ~íÉ=ä~êÖÉê=ÅçåîÉåíáçåëI=çéÉåÉÇ=áå=gìåÉ=

OMMQK==qÜÉ=_`b`=áë=äçÅ~íÉÇ=çå=~=SMJ~ÅêÉ=ëáíÉ=áå=

pçìíÜ=_çëíçåK=qÜÉ=Ñ~Åáäáíó=Åçåí~áåë=RNSIMMM=ëèì~êÉ=

ÑÉÉí=çÑ=ÅçåíáÖìçìë=ÉñÜáÄáíáçå=ëé~ÅÉK==qÜáë=Ñ~ÅáäáíóI=

~äçåÖ=ïáíÜ=åÉï=ÜçíÉä=éêçàÉÅíë=áå=íÜÉ=`áíóI=Ü~ë=ÖáîÉå

~=ëáÖåáÑáÅ~åí=Äççëí=íç=íÜÉ=äçÅ~ä=ÉÅçåçãó=~åÇ=

ÜÉäéÉÇ=íç=éçëáíáçå=_çëíçå=~ë=~=ïçêäÇJÅä~ëë=

ÅçåîÉåíáçå=Åáíó=çÑ=íÜÉ=ÑìíìêÉK=

_çëíçå=~äëç=Ü~ë=íÜêÉÉ=ëáíÉë=Ñçê=ëã~ää=~åÇ=ãÉÇáìã=

ëáòÉ=ÅçåîÉåíáçåëW=íÜÉ=gçÜå=_K=eóåÉë=sÉíÉê~åë=

jÉãçêá~ä=`çåîÉåíáçå=`ÉåíÉêI=íÜÉ=tçêäÇ=qê~ÇÉ=

`ÉåíÉêI=~åÇ=íÜÉ=_~óëáÇÉ=bñéçëáíáçå=`ÉåíÉêK==

táíÜ=ÜáÖÜ=çÅÅìé~åÅó=ê~íÉë=~åÇ=êççã=ê~íÉëI=~åÇ=

ïáíÜ=íÜÉ=çéÉåáåÖ=çÑ=íÜÉ=åÉï=_`b`I=_çëíçå=

ÅçåíáåìÉë=íç=~ííê~Åí=åÉï=ÜçíÉä=ÅçåëíêìÅíáçåK==

pÉîÉå=åÉï=ÜçíÉäë=êÉéêÉëÉåíáåÖ=OIQNT=åÉï=êççãë=

ïÉêÉ=ìåÇÉê=ÅçåëíêìÅíáçå=~ë=çÑ=j~êÅÜ=OMMSK==cçìê

~ÇÇáíáçå~ä=ÜçíÉä=éêçàÉÅíë=Ü~îÉ=êÉÅÉáîÉÇ=~ééêçî~ä=

Ñêçã=íÜÉ=_çëíçå=oÉÇÉîÉäçéãÉåí=^ìíÜçêáíó=ïáíÜ=

íÜêÉÉ=ãçêÉ=ëÉÉâáåÖ=~ééêçî~äK

få=gìäó=OMMQI=íÜÉ=`áíó=ÜçëíÉÇ=áíë=ÑáêëíJÉîÉê=éçäáíáÅ~ä=

ÅçåîÉåíáçåI=íÜÉ=aÉãçÅê~íáÅ=k~íáçå~ä=`çåîÉåíáçåI=

ÄêáåÖáåÖ=ãçêÉ=íÜ~í=PRIMMM=ÇÉäÉÖ~íÉëI=ãÉÇá~=~åÇ=

ëí~ÑÑ=íç=íÜÉ=`áíó=~åÇ=ãÉíêçéçäáí~å=~êÉ~K==

`çåîÉåíáçå=ÖìÉëíë=~êÉ=Éëíáã~íÉÇ=íç=Ü~îÉ=ÑáääÉÇ=

ãçêÉ=íÜ~å=OMIMMM=ÜçíÉä=êççãë=~åÇ=ëéÉåí=çîÉê=AQP=

1970 1980 1990 2000 Recent
Population Total Population 641,071 562,994 574,283    589,141 569,164 (7/04)

% Minority Population 18% 30% 37% 51%
Income Median Household Income $7,935 $12,530 $29,180 $39,629
Education % High School Graduate 34% 35% 27% 24%

% Some College Completed 9% 13% 19% 19%
% College Graduate 10% 20% 30% 36%

Employment Unemployment Rate (resident) 12.8%('75) 7.8%('83) 8.6%('91) 2.7% ('00) 5.0% (2/06)
Number of Jobs 576,125 572,078 622,433 688,077  631,851 ('04) 

% Blue Collar Jobs 45% 40% 33% 31%
% White Collar Jobs 55% 60% 67% 69%
% Manufacturing Jobs 11% 9% 5% 4%
% Trade Jobs 22% 16% 13% 12%
% Finance Jobs 13% 13% 15% 15%
% Service Jobs 25% 36% 42% 46%

Real Estate Office Market Vacancy Rate 2% 1% 15% 2% 11.9% (3Q'05)

Housing Median Single Family House Price na $71,700 $174,100 $329,500 $370,000 (4Q'04)
Housing Units 232,400 241,300 249,791    250,863 
% Vacant 6% 10% 9% 1%
Condominium Units na        4,500      33,029      36,254 41,208 ('04)
% Condominium Units na 2% 13% 14%
% Units Owner Occupied 27% 27% 31% 32%
Rental Vacancy (Boston Metro Area) na na 8% 3%

Sources:
  Boston Redevelopment Authority, U.S. Census Bureau, 

  Massachusetts Division of Employment and Training.

Key Indicators of Boston's Economy

Table 1
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ãáääáçå=çå=Üçëéáí~äáíóI=êÉí~áä=~åÇ=íê~åëéçêí~íáçå=

éìêÅÜ~ëÉë=ÇìêáåÖ=íÜÉáê=~îÉê~ÖÉ=SKV=Ç~ó=äÉåÖíÜ=çÑ=

ëí~óK==qÜáë=ëéÉåÇáåÖI=ÅçãÄáåÉÇ=ïáíÜ=ëéÉåÇáåÖ=Äó=

íÜÉ=_çëíçå=OMMQ=eçëí=`çããáííÉÉI=íÜÉ=aÉãçÅê~íáÅ=

k~íáçå~ä=`çåîÉåíáçå=`çããáííÉÉ=~åÇ=éêáî~íÉäó=

ÜçëíÉÇ=é~êíáÉë=~åÇ=ÉîÉåíëI=ÖÉåÉê~íÉÇ=~å=Éëíáã~íÉÇ=

ÉÅçåçãáÅ=áãé~Åí=çÑ=ANSPKP=ãáääáçå=áå=íÜÉ=ÑáîÉ=

Åçìåíó=~êÉ~=íÜ~í=áåÅäìÇÉë=_çëíçåK=

qÜáë=íçí~ä=áë=åÉí=çÑ=Åçëíë=~ëëçÅá~íÉÇ=ïáíÜ=Çáëéä~ÅÉÇ=

ÉîÉåíëI=íçìêáëã=~åÇ=ÅçããìíÉê=íê~ÑÑáÅ=íç=íÜÉ=

êÉÖáçåK==kçåÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=éêÉÇáÅíÉÇ=ÅçããìíáåÖ=ÅÜ~çë=

çÅÅìêêÉÇ=~ë=êÉëáÇÉåíë=~Ç~éíÉÇ=ïÉää=íç=êç~Ç=

ÅäçëìêÉë=~åÇ=ÜÉáÖÜíÉåÉÇ=ëÉÅìêáíó=ãÉ~ëìêÉë=áå=

éä~ÅÉ=Ñçê=íÜÉ=ïÉÉâK==få=~ÇÇáíáçåI=éìÄäáÅ=ë~ÑÉíó=

çêÖ~åáò~íáçåë=Ñêçã=~Åêçëë=íÜÉ=ëí~íÉ=~åÇ=~Åêçëë=

äÉîÉäë=çÑ=ÖçîÉêåãÉåí=àçáåÉÇ=íçÖÉíÜÉê=ÅççéÉê~íáîÉäó=

íç=çîÉêëÉÉ=~å=áåÅáÇÉåíJÑêÉÉ=ÅçåîÉåíáçåK=qÜÉ=`áíó=

êÉÅÉáîÉÇ=ÄçíÜ=íêÉãÉåÇçìë=éìÄäáÅáíó=~åÇ=éê~áëÉ=Ñçê=

áíë=ÉÑÑçêíë=~ë=ÜçëíK

_çëíçåÛë=`Ü~åÖáåÖ=bÅçåçãó
qÜÉ=å~íìêÉ=çÑ=_çëíçåÛë=ÉÅçåçãáÅ=Ä~ëÉ=Ü~ë=ÅÜ~åÖÉÇ=

Çê~ã~íáÅ~ääó=çîÉê=íÜÉ=é~ëí=íÜêÉÉ=ÇÉÅ~ÇÉëK=få=NVTMI=

ã~åìÑ~ÅíìêáåÖ=~åÇ=íê~ÇÉ=àçÄë=~ÅÅçìåíÉÇ=Ñçê=PPB=çÑ=

íÜÉ=íçí~ä=ÉÅçåçãóI=ïÜáäÉ=Ñáå~åÅá~ä=~åÇ=ëÉêîáÅÉ=

ëÉÅíçê=àçÄë=íçí~äÉÇ=PUBK=få=OMMMI=ã~åìÑ~ÅíìêáåÖ=

~åÇ=íê~ÇÉ=àçÄë=~ÅÅçìåíÉÇ=Ñçê=çåäó=NSB=çÑ=íÜÉ=íçí~ä=

ÉÅçåçãó=ïÜáäÉ=Ñáå~åÅá~ä=~åÇ=ëÉêîáÅÉ=ëÉÅíçê=àçÄë=

íçí~äÉÇ=SOBK=qÜÉëÉ=íêÉåÇë=ãáêêçê=~=å~íáçå~ä=

ãçîÉãÉåí=Ñêçã=~å=áåÇìëíêá~äJÄ~ëÉÇ=ÉÅçåçãó=íç=~=

ëÉêîáÅÉJÄ~ëÉÇ=ÉÅçåçãóK

qÜÉ=`áíóÛë=êÉëáÇÉåí=ïçêâÑçêÅÉ=áë=ìåÇÉêÖçáåÖ=~=
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Transportation 
A key to Boston’s economic health is the City’s 

ability to transport residents, workers, and visitors 

efficiently and safely to their intended 

destinations, whether in the City or throughout 

the region.  

The “Big Dig”, or Central Artery Tunnel, has 

recently opened, connecting the Massachusetts 

Turnpike to Logan Airport and burying the 

elevated interstate 93 under the City, reopening 

views of Boston Harbor not seen for half a century.  

The Mayor’s “Crossroads” project is reconnecting 

long disconnected city neighborhoods by 

rebuilding the roads that once ran between them.  

In addition, the Rose Kennedy Greenway design is 

nearing completion as the Mayor has announced a 

contest to develop ideas for an opening 

celebration.  This large downtown swath of land 

will be an enormous benefit to residents, workers 

and visitors to the City of Boston for years to come.   

The metropolitan Boston roadway system provides 

commuters access to the City through surface 

arteries and three limited access interstate 

highways that connect Boston to the national 

highway system. Interstate 90, the Massachusetts 

Turnpike, just recently extended as part of the 

Central Artery Project, leads westward from Logan 

Airport through downtown Boston to the New York 

State border. Interstate 95, the East Coast’s 

principal north-south highway, connects Boston to 

New Hampshire and Maine to the north and New 

York City and Washington D.C. to the south. 

Interstate 93, another north-south highway, 

extends from just south of the City to New 

Hampshire.  Major industrial parks and high-

technology companies line these transportation 

arteries. 

Boston’s public transportation system reaches into 

all of the City’s neighborhoods and is linked to the 

commuter rail and Amtrak systems, connecting 

millions of people to the central City.  Several 

major rail initiatives are increasing access and 

reducing travel time.  The Massachusetts Bay 

Transportation Authority (MBTA) is constructing 

the Silver Line in three phases to operate as part 

of its core downtown transit system.  Phase 1 & 2 

provides rapid transit bus services connecting the 

Seaport district to Downtown and the Chinatown 

and Roxbury neighborhoods.  Phase 3, now in 

planning and design, will include connections 

between the first two phases, Logan Airport and 

South Station. Also, since 1991, Amtrak has spent 

$1.8 billion on a high-speed Boston to New York 

rail line called Acela. It is now possible to travel 

between these two cities in just over three hours.  

In addition, Amtrak added passenger service 

between Boston and Portland, Maine in 2001. 

In 2003, Boston’s Logan International Airport was 

the most active airport in New England, the 18th 

most active airport in the United States, and the 

35th most active airport in the world.  In 2004, 26 

million domestic and international passengers 

were served. Logan Airport is also very important 

to the economy as a center for processing air 

cargo.  In 2003, Logan ranked 19th in the nation in 

total air cargo volume. 

The Port of Boston provides New England 

businesses with excellent deep-water port 

facilities and access to world ports, as well as 

feeder service to Halifax, Nova Scotia, and New 

York. Since 1998, the Port of Boston ranked as the 

12th largest Atlantic coast seaport by container 

volume shipped. The Port of Boston has also 

become a major cruise ship port, hosting 200,836 

cruise ship passengers in FY04 – down 3.1% from 

FY03, but up 7.9% from FY02. 

Economic Outlook 
Currently, the City is emerging from an economic 

downturn that has affected the nation, region, and 

state.  As with any economic entity, the City of 

Boston has seen good times and bad. During the 

1960s, the economy thrived and unemployment 

was consistently below 6%. In the 1970s, Boston 

experienced the same pain felt across the country 

as a national recession took hold.  The 1980s 

produced the “Massachusetts Miracle” and 

launched a Massachusetts Governor’s bid for the 

presidency.  The early 1990s gave way to recession 

again with unemployment over 8% and a collapsing 

real estate market.  The late nineties expansion 

led to invited low unemployment, commercial 

development and increased home values 

throughout the City and the region.   

Since FY2000, building permit revenue has 

indicated a strong construction activity level in the 

City, exceeding an estimated $2 billion each year. 

In FY05, the City’s construction activity level was 
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